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Mayor says Lynn friendlier
to developersand residents

By Davip Liscio
THE DALy ITEM

Lynn is a changed place,
friendlier than ever to real
estate developers, businesses
and residents, Mayor
Edward J. Clancy Jr. told an
attentive audience Thursday
at a Lynn Area Chamber of
Commerce breakfast.

Clancy delivered an upbeat
message at the Porthole Pub
that reviewed the city's
accomplishments during
2004 and highlighted the
challenges that lay ahead. He
cited the municipal tax-rate
for the past two fiscal years,

which

oI

Mayor Edward J. {:Ianr,-y Thurs-
day at the Porthole Restaurant.
has remained stable com-
pared to many other Massa-
chusetts communities.

“In fiscal 2004, we were one
of 11 communities able to
keep taxes under control. In
fiscal 2005, we were one of 18.
And we were able to do that

without any override or debt |

exclusion or any other form

of financial chicanery” he |

said.

The infusion of new
restaurants and residential
condominium dwellers in
the downtown business dis-
trict is adding a vitality not
matched in decades, said
Clancy, adding that while
private investment provides
the driving force, the city is
doing its part to fuel the
momentum.

“We're putting out new
trash = receptacles and

installing decorative antique |
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lighting," he said. “Our com-
munity development people
are working on a charette to
ensure that what happens
dmtgwn isn't done hodge-

Clancy said some ongoing
development activity down-
town was sparked by the city's
sdle of $1.8 million of surplus
municipal property last year
The effort brought in immedi-
ate revenue and promised
growth of the city’s tax rolls.

As part of a strategy to make
City Hall more accessible and
user{friendly, the city’s official
Web site will be expanded, and
new programs will introduce
local government to those it
serves, Clancy said, For exam-

A 200,000 grant will help pay
to renovate the auﬁltcrrlum

“Lynn should be a place
where families can enjoy
wholesome and affordable
activities, which is why the
North Shore Spirit is so impor-
tant,” he said, referring to the
city’s professional baseball
team. He also recommended

-

residents wvisit High Rock
Tower, where a telescope offers
a glimpse of the stars.

“Lymn should also be a place
where the government is help-
ful." he said.

The mayor cited mumerous
changes in the structural
organization of City Hall, par-
ticularly the creation of an
Inspectional Services Depart-
ment to oversee plumbing,
building, wiring and other per-
mits, and the upcoming intro-
duction of electronic permit-

ting.

“The old rule that vou had to
wait 30 days to get a permit is
gone and like the hair on my
head it won't be returning,” he
said, eliciting a chuckle.

Looking into his “crystal
ball,” the mayor said Lynn
faces several challenges,
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inchading the construction of a
new $6-million Manning Bowl
into a 21st century athletics
center: As he put it, 50 years ago
most students played football
or baseball, but today an athlet-
ic facility must accommodate
lacrosse, soccer, track and sev-
eral football leagues.

The city will soon hire more
police and firefighters with
available funds. It will also pre-
sarve the former water pump-
ing station on Walnut Street.
“We're not in the business of
preservation, but that building
is structurally solid. You could-
n't knock It down with an
atomic bomb,” Clancy said. “Tt
will be converted to condomini-
ums.”

The troublesome intersec-
tion of O'Callahan Way and
Holyoke Street will be

redesigned when the city
begins redeveloping the for-
mer Joseph P Devlin nursing
home property into housing.
According to Clancy, a slice of
that land will be used to
enhance the intersection and
improve the flow of rush-hour
traffic in West Lymn.

“There's a lot going on in
West Lynn,” he said, crediting
Charles Gaeta, executive direc-
tor of the Lynn Housing
Authority and Neighborhood
Development, with shepherd-
ing housing projects like the
Devlin and the singlefamily
home construction now under
way by developer Patrick
McGrath on Tower Hill, site of
the former Lynn Convalescent
Home.

Crther challenges faced by the
city include making repairs at

Classical High School, where
problems arose after the build-
ing was constructed atop a for-
mer mumnicipal dump.

“We have commissioned an
engineer to take a look at it,” .
said :31-:i.ru:3.r “We'll get a full
report in April. It might not be
as bad as we originally envi+
sioned.”




